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The Honorable Stephen L. Johnson
Administrator

UU.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20460-0001

Dear Admimstrator Johnson:

I am writing with respect to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Green Power
Partnership (Partnership). According to EPA materials, the Green Power Partnership “provides
assistance and recognition to organizations that demonstrate environmental leadership by
choosing green power.” I am concerned that certain provisions of the program are inconsistent
with the recently-enacted Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct 2005).

To increase the diversity of energy sources available in the United States, EPAct 2005
provides incentives for the production of renewable energy from a broad range of sources.
While EPA’s Partnership seems to support that goal by facilitating the purchase of renewable
energy or “green power,” T am concerned that the Partnership unnecessarily and inappropriately
restricts the field of renewable energy technologies that qualify for inclusion. By adopting the
definition of renewable energy crafted by a third-party non-governmental organization called
“Green-e,” EPA has adopted a standard inconsistent with the definition of renewable energy in
EPAct 2005 and with many other Federal statutes spanning over two decades.

Section 203 of EPAct 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15852) requires Federal agencies to purchase
specific percentages of electricity from renewable energy sources. This provision lists the
technologies that qualify for renewable status, and is consistent with many other Federal laws.
Some technologies, which Congress specifically included in Section 203 (such as waste-to-
energy, the combustion technology by which municipal solid waste is converted into energy), are
not included as part of the Partnership.
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Furthermore, the definition of renewable energy under the Partnership varies by
geographic region and is defined as energy produced from facilities that were placed in service
after January 1, 1997. Under the Partnership’s adopted definition, a renewable technology in
New York may not be a renewable technology in Ohio. In addition, a wind turbine placed n
service on January 1, 1997 is renewable, but a wind turbine placed in service the day before 1s
not. This illustrates the subjective nature of the third-party definition of qualifying renewable
energy upon which the Partnership relies.

Please provide to me by Friday, July 28, 2006, a description of the statutory authority
under which the Partnership was created, the regulatory authorities by which the Partnership
operates, and the efforts you have underway to modify the Parinership requirements to be
consistent with renewable energy definitions in EPAct 2005.

I Jook forward to continuing to work with you on these important matters in the future.
Sincerely,

F =

gj oe Barton
Chairman

cc: The Honorable William Wehrum




